TERRITORIAL NIGHTMARES                                    101
The task of finding a suitable governor was difficult. Able leadership
was necessary, and great diplomatic talent imperative, for the Mormons
were powerful and resolute. Just as difficult would be the social strain
of living among a polygamous people. The President first sought Major
Ben McCulloch of Texas, an officer of much frontier experience. He
refused. Finally Buchanan took the advice of an old Philadelphia friend,
Thomas L, Kane. This adventurous romantic enthusiast for "oppressed"
peoples had been interested in the Mormons ever since 1846, before
they went to Utah, when he had visited them and had become a firm
friend of the leaders. He never embraced their faith, for he did not
believe in religion, but he became their defender. He had lectured about
them to many eastern audiences, and he had always acted as a sort of
unofficial liaison officer between the hierarchy and Washington.12 He
had advised the several Presidents about appointments and had been
one of those who urged Fillmore to appoint Young.
Young had offered to make Kane Utah's delegate to Congress with
a handsome fee in addition to the salary paid by the government. Kane
had refused but had done much unofficially to serve the Mormons, and,
just as soon as the news notices of March, 1857, appeared, Bernhisel
probably had communicated with him. Kane endeavored to secure evi-
dence refuting the charges and discrediting the accusers. When he
found Buchanan determined to remove Young he urged the appoint-
ment of Alfred Gumming of Georgia, Indian Superintendent at St.
Louis. After McCulloch declined, Buchanan accepted Kane's advice.
Interestingly enough, John M. Hockaday of the mail-carrying firm was
named district attorney, and W. M. F. Magraw, now superintendent of
the construction of military wagon roads, was operating where he could
keep in touch with developments.13 Another Magraw, Robert, was a
close friend of Buchanan's and was reported to be courting Miss Lane
at the White House.
At all hazards, the Utah military expedition was belatedly despatched,
and the newly appointed civil officers eventually caught up with it. The
outfit reached Utah in time for winter weather and a warlike reception
from the Mormons, who would not sell any provisions and ran off the
cattle of the troops. The necessary food had to be contracted (without
prior congressional authorization) from the plains carriers, Russell,